Exporters are reminded that compliance obligations extend beyond traditional export control requirements. While determining whether goods, software, technology, or services are subject to export licensing requirements remains essential, businesses must also ensure full compliance with applicable sanctions and restrictive measures.
Sanctions regimes can impose prohibitions, restrictions, or licensing requirements relating to specific countries, territories, entities, organisations, vessels, aircraft, financial institutions, and individuals. Consequently, a transaction that may not require an export authorisation under export control legislation could nevertheless be prohibited, restricted, or subject to separate obligations under sanctions measures.
Exporters are therefore strongly encouraged to adopt a risk-based approach and conduct appropriate due diligence on customers, intermediaries, end-users, end-use activities, ownership structures, payment arrangements, and destination countries. Effective sanctions compliance programmes help businesses identify potential risks, avoid inadvertent violations, protect their reputation, and contribute to national and international security objectives.
The Department places particular importance on the sanctions guidance and resources available through the link provided below. Exporters are urged to consult this information regularly, as sanctions measures may change rapidly and can have a direct impact on commercial activities, contractual obligations, and export transactions.
Maintaining an effective sanctions compliance framework should be regarded as an integral part of every exporter's internal compliance programme. Compliance with both export control requirements and sanctions obligations is essential to ensuring lawful international trade and safeguarding businesses from legal, financial, and reputational risks.
The Department strongly recommends that all exporters review the guidance available through the link below and incorporate sanctions screening and monitoring procedures into their day-to-day compliance practices.
https://smb.gov.mt/wp-content/uploads/2026/08/Implementing-Article-32-Sanctions-Compliance-Requirements-2.pdf
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